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THE TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS 


® OF DIE MAKING @ 


When I published the first edition of my book “Striking Gold in Alaska,” I thought I had 
die making whipped. Guess I am still in the learning phase. 


The other day I made dies for new 1/10 ounce tokens. I instituted a 
couple of improvements and was really pleased with the results, 
with the lettering being the best I think I have done so far. A hose 
clamp was used to help set the lettering around the edge of the die. 
This gave the lettering a nice uniform curve (for the most part!), 
and placement was pretty good. Even the 1/10 in the center is not 
bad. The OZ is a bit off, but overall, not a bad appearing die. 


Even repeated striking, without removing the token from between the dies resulted in a 
poor strike (illustrated actual size at the top). 


The second ~~ 


improvement (or so I thought) was the 
use of a collar (a brass bushing). One 
would think they would strike up just 
fine. The results can be seen here (en- 
larged). As you will note, the center 
is very strong while lettering along the 
edges is very weak. 


Upon examination, it appears that the dies are domed (exag- 
gerated in the illustration). This was caused by punching in , 
the lettering around the edge, and that pressure lowered the upper die 
surface below that of the center of the die. 

planchet (=== ey 
This had not been a problem on dies that I engraved with a 
Dremel tool. The metal was actually removed, rather than 
deformed. It had not been a problem if one die had been punch lower die 
lettered and the other engraved. With both dies punch let- 
tered and domed, it does present a problem. 


Using the Shopsmith disk sander, I gently ground down the center of the die to get a better 
strike. Even after this, it still would not strike up with the collar. The token would also 
deform while being removed from the collar. So the end result was that I made a new 2 
DWT die, and these are now struck without a collar. Sanding marks show, and I may try to 
touch the dies up in the future. 


While the results are not as nice as I 
would have liked, they will do. I have 
learned a valuable phrase - good 
enough! I could go absolutely crazy 
trying to get them perfect. A sample 
of a token struck from the finished dies 
is shown here, enlarged. 


These are struck from mixed and 
unattributed gold and are available from ARC for $115 postpaid. 


ee South of 50° 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


This month stars have aligned and we seem to be fea- 
turing “So-Called Dollars.” An AYPE Taft Dollar is 
on the next page, and Cliff Mishler’s Alaska/Hawaii 
statehood medals are on page 45. 


Sales on eBay have been pretty slow. That Valdez nug- 
get token finally sold after repeatedly being listed as a 
BIN. Way too many Alaska gold tokens this month. 
Most of those listed as DNS have been relisted at the 
same price. My favorite Dawson token only brought 
$104.49! 


As hinted on the front page, there will be a second edi- 
tion of my book “Striking Gold in Alaska,” as the first 
edition is nearly sold out. There will be corrections (and 
probably more errors) and additional information. 


There will be a special price for those who purchased 
the first edition. We know who you are and we know 
where you live! 


Jan and I will be traveling to the east coast in mid-May, 
and I hope to go down to Rhode Island to look at some 
screw presses. If I can find one that will press my 1 oz. 
gold token, I may have to buy it. 


Because of our travel plans, there may not be an issue 
in June. 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Alaska Rare Coins,P.O. Box 72832, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
(907) 452-6461 akcoins @ mosquitonet.com 


Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 
Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 
Canadian Correspondent - vacant 
Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 


Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States - $20 per year 
Canada - $25 per year 
Elsewhere - $35 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
lpage-$15 I/2page-$8 1/4 page-$5 


1/8 page (business card size) - $15 for 5 issues 
Classified ads: 20 cents per line. 
Commercial advertisers: write for rates 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Canteen Bar, 12!2¢, B-10a OB99.95NB 
Cleary, Willis & Welch, 25¢, B-5a 43.42 
Fairbanks, Sullivan Realty, encased cent 13.65 
Hoonah, Hoonah Pkg., $1, B-le 3.25 
Hoonah, Icy Straits, 10¢, B-2a 13.63 
Hoonah, Icy Straits, 25¢, B-2b 20.50 
Hoonah, Icy Straits, 50¢, B-2c 14.27 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 12!2¢, B-2a 51.10 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 25¢, B-2b 56.05 
Nenana, Ghezzi, 25¢, B-3all 9.990B 
Nome, Columbia, 1 Drink, B-17a 140.08 
Nome, Harkin, 25¢, B-24a 38.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 53.00 
Palmer, ARRC, B-1, set, NGC RLBIN2,675.00DNS 
Seward, Northern, 12!2¢, B-8bII 26.25 


Seward, Northern, 122¢, B-8bIII?, NGCRLBIN450.00DNS 


Seward, Northern, 12!2¢, B-8bIII 31.39 
Seward, Northern, 12!2¢, B-8bIII 20.26 
Seward, Palace, 12!2¢, B-9c 39.11 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 25¢, B-14c 10.60 
Valdez, CBB, 12!2¢, B-4b 53.00 
Valdez, CBB, $1, B-4cI 1,096.00BIN 
Dawson, YT, H&P, 2 Bits, B-13a 104.49 
AK Gold, 4 Parka Head, 1911, NGC-64 BIN3,750.00 


AYPE, 4% DWT, NGC-64 
AYPE, “4 DWT, NGC-65 
AYPE, “4 DWT, NGC-66 
AYPE, “4 DWT, NGC-66 


BIN1,174.99DNS 
BIN1,288.99DNS 
BIN1,369.99DNS 
BIN1,399.99DNS 


AYPE, “4 DWT 133.00 
AYPE, “4 DWT OB175.00NB 
AYPE, “4 DWT 109.000B 
AYPE, 4 DWT BIN225.00DNS 


AYPE, ¥2 DWT, NGC-66 
AYPE, 2 DWT, NGC-65 
AYPE, 1 DWT, NGC-66 
AYPE, | DWT, NGC-65 
AYPE, 1 DWT, NGC-66 


BIN1,499.99DNS 
BIN1,150.00DNS 

370.00RNM 
BIN1,099.99DNS 
BIN1,180.99DNS 


AYPE, 1 DWT, ICG-62 OB349.00NB 
AYPE, | DWT, ICG-62 299.00BIN 
AYPE, 1 DWT, NGC-64 BIN899.99DNSRL 
AYPE, 3 pc. set in Capital Plastics holder 521.10 
AYPE, 3 pc. set in Capital Plastics holder OB500.00NB 
AYPE, 3 pc. set in Capital Plastics holder OB475.00NB 
AYPE, 3 pc. set, NGC 64,62,58. 610.00 
AYPE, 3 pc. set, NGC 65,65,64 BIN1,500.00DNS 
AYPE, Denver Odd Fellow ribbon 78.00 


OB = Opening Bid NB=NoBid RL=relist R= Reserve 
RNM = Reserve Not Met W = withdrawn BIN = Buy it now 
DNS = Did Not Sell FTIR = see For the Record 


38 


THE RUSSIAN-AMERICAN COMPANY 


CORRESPONDENCE OF THE GOVERNORS 
COMMUNICATIONS SENT: 1818 
Translated by Richard A. Pierce 
Limestone Press, 1984 


In 1818, “Fleet Captain-Lieutenant and Cavalier Leontii 
Andreianovich Hagemeister” was sent to replace 
Baranov as Chief Manager of the Russian-American 
Company (essentially the governor of Russian 
America). Below are two pieces of correspondence 
from him to Novo-Arkhangel’sk (NA) office relating 
to the “seal skin” currency. 


These appear to be bookkeeping measures indicating 
how the currency was to be paid out to workers 


February 10th, No. 55 
Proposal to the NA office 


“T enclose 2,397 rubles worth of American tokens 
(marki) of various denominations, received this date 
from Mr. Collegiate Councilor and Cavalier Baranov. 
The office will accept them together with the accom- 
panying instruction of the Main Office of 20 June 1816, 
No. 385, Secret Commerce, to its accounts, registering 
these tokens as income and disbursing [them] in accor- 
dance with the above mentioned instructions. Receipt 
of them is to be reported to the Main Office and to 


” 


me. 


May 9th, No. 177 
Proposal to the NA office 


“The aim of the company Main Office in supplying 
tokens [marki] here was to decrease paper work and 
simplify procedure. In order to fulfil the intention of 
the Main Office I find it necessary to propose to the 
office the following: 


“1) All Russians are to be issued on demand their sal- 
ary, withholding from those in debt one third, at first 
monthly, then later, when it becomes feasible, payments 
[and withholding] of the earned salary may be made 
each third of the year. 


“2) Although it is difficult to put this order into effect 
from | January of this year, as many have taken out 
[goods] worth more than a third of their pay, this ought 
to be implemented as far as possible. The advantage 
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will be that the trade store will have less accounts 
[razshchety] to handle; payment of money will be en- 
tered in the book by the managers with a receipt from 
each receiving money under appropriate rubric and 
thereby disputes and misunderstandings can never oc- 
cur. 


“If there are no other means possible, then even out the 
issues to all Russians in order to satisfy [all], as there 
are many who have taken out a lot up to | June or July. 
This is all right provided that they do not take out any- 
thing more up to | August. This issue will be, of course, 
only 2/3 of their pay, in case of those who are in debt 
and from whose salary one third is to be withheld.” 


AYPE TAFT DOLLAR 


There are twenty or so “so-called” dollars issued for 
the Alaska Yukon Pacific Exposition listed in Hibler- 
Kappen “So-Called Dollars.” 


The Taft Dollar, HK-361, is one of the scarcest, listed 
as an R-7 (11 to 20 known). In my 30+ years, I have 
never seen one in the flesh. Recently one was offered 
on eBay, and it realized $1,225! It was listed as “‘circu- 
lated,” but appeared to be a high grade. 


The obverse adapts the usual AYPE emblem, without 
Seward, and makes it more ornate. The reverse notes 
the visit of President Taft on September 30, 1909. 


The medal is 38mm, and gold plated silver. It is marked 
near the lower rim on the reverse Mayer Bros. .900 


MONEY TO 
BURN . 


by David Phillips 


FLORA & FAUNA 
Another whimsical title.... 


First, the Flora - Webster’s dictionary describes flora as 
plants or plant life. 


I have chosen the town of Willow for my example of 
flora. 


Willow is a town on the George Parks Highway, which 
runs north from Anchorage to Fairbanks (ed. note. we 
prefer to think of it running south from Fairbanks to 
Anchorage). Willow is 69 miles north of Anchorage 
with a population of 1830 people. 


Two woods are listed from this town: 


Pioneer Lodge (est. 1970), restaurant, bar, motel rooms 
and cabins. It is still in business. 


Willow Trading Post, restaurant and accommodations. 
It is also still in business. 


Now, the Fauna - Webster’s dictionary describes fauna 
as animals or animal life. 


Ihave chosen the town of Fox for my example of fauna. 


Fox is a town of 300, situated 10 miles northeast of 
Fairbanks at the junction of the Steese Highway (to the 
northeast) and the Elliot Highway (to the northwest). 


Again, two woods are listed from this town. 


Howling Dog Saloon (with two colour varieties - red 
printing and black printing). This is still a viable and 
popular watering hole. 


Fox Roadhouse (& Brewery) is still in business as a 
small brewery and restaurant. 


FAIRBANKS WOOD 


FAIRBANKS: SMG Carlson Center, Good for one 
Drink. SMG is a management company that runs the 
borough owned Carlson Center. Purple (?) on wood 
(submitted by David Phillips). 


Collector wishes to buy needed Yukon tokens and 
exonumia. Please advise what you may have and 
price to: Len Buth, P.O. Box 28012, Oakridge P.O., 
1201 Oxford St. W., London, Ontario, Canada N6H 
5E1 or Ibuth@ webmanager.on.ca #10/10 


40 


FOR THE RECORD - ANCHORAGE WOODS! 


Self's 
Chuckwagon 


ANCHORAGE: Armed Serviced YMCA, 25th Anni- 
versary, 1951-1976, Good for 1 cup of coffee & Dough- 
nut. Black on wood (submitted by David Phillips). 


| rs, 
* 907-589-2828 


ae 
Ae, Conan 
hora ne 2 


ANCHORAGE: Priebe Orthodontics, PC. Black on 
wood (submitted by Don Somers). | 


5 ANCHORAGE: Subway, $1 off, Chugiak High School 
ay Mustangs. Green/purple on wood (submitted by Don 


, C His Somers). 
Ty. 


ANCHORAGE: R.J.’s Homestead Restaurant, Good $1.00 
for one free cup of coffee. Black on wood (submitted ORE 


by Don Somers). rs NSIS 
Now That ye i % oe Dotar off ay 7, ' ay pad 
You've Gotten A ’ Cpa of _ ae am 
ROUND TUIT CALL he ' ’ \ MY omen 4 ‘DIMOND 
Sam Haywood 4 : SS © ~% 
Anchorage, AK > — vi 
(907) 383-6980. _; ANCHORAGE: Subway, $1 off, Dimond High School 
\\ advertising Ideas From Lynx. Green/red on wood (submitted by Don Somers). 
Newton =. 


MFG Co. 


ANCHORAGE: Sam Haywood, Advertising ideas. 
Black on wood (submitted by Don Somers). 


ANCHORAGE: Self’s Chuckwagon Cafe, 7760 Old 
Seward Hwy., Good for 1 cup of coffee. Black on wood 


bmitted by Don S . Next col ‘ 
(submitted by Don Somers). Next column SS 


ANCHORAGE: Snow Goose Restaurant, Good for one ANCHORAGE: Three Olde Ladies, one wooden buck. 
Root Beer. Black on wood (submitted by David Phillips). Red on wood (submitted by Don Somers). 
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FOR THE RECORD 


= 


ANCHORAGE: Alaska Native Health Facilities 
Move. Brass with enamel, 60mm. 


ANCHORAGE: Elks 1351, 28th Annual Alaska State 
Elks Convention, 1976, Pride in Elkdom, Pride in 
America, America’s Bicentennial. Bronze, 40mm. 


a ones 
COOPER LANDING: Red’s Redi Service, good for 
one Wind Shield Wash Rain Check. Black on wood. 


vot =s >” 
EAGLE RIVER: Wooden Nickel Expresso, Good for 


one 16 oz. espresso drink. Black on wood (submitted 
by Don Somers). 


123mm. We have a 
few of these at $8 
postpaid. 


CITY OF 
FAIRBANKS 
ALASKA 


DELTING, SHETLAND: Masonic Penny, Lodge 
Delting, No. 1736, 1981. Copper, size not reported. It 
is not very often we see anything from the Shetland 
Islands (yes, north of 60°! 


ALASKA/HAWAIT: The Geocaching Zone, Alaska, 
Hawaii, Caching through the zones. Black, white and 
green enamel on copper, 52mm by 42mm. 
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ANCHORAGE: Armed Services YMCA, 2008, 31st 
Annual Salute to the Military, Sponsored by Boeing. 
Multicolored enamel on bronze, 50mm. 


ELMENDORE A.F.B.: Top cover for America; Integ- 
rity, Service, Excellence. Blue and yellow enamel on 
silver, 39mm. 


ELMENDORE A.F.B.: Meet the Raptor, F22, Total 
Air Supremacy; Dominate the Skies. Red, white, blue 
and black on silver, 42mm. 


(ELMENDORF A.F.B.): Eleventh Air Force. Red, 
white, blue and black on gold, 52mm by 50mm. 
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THULE A.B., GREENLAND: Presented by 821st 
ABG Superintendent, Arctic Wingmen Leaders War- 
riors. Orange, white, yellow and black on bronze (actu- 
ally looks silver in the image), 45mm. 


ALASKA et al: 196th Infantry Brigade; Alaska, Ha- 
waii, American Samoa, Guam, Saipan and Arizona. Red, 
yellow and blue enamel on silver, 39mm. 


ANTARCTICA: Raytheon Polar Services, Safety First. 
United States Antarctic Program, National Science 
Foundation. Red, white and blue on gold, with a photo 
image of penguins, 38mm. 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Most Challenge Coins are about 
38 to 40mm. Some are larger, some smaller. All are 
shown at about 38mm, but this may not be actual size. 
Actual size is noted where known. If the enamel is 
shown “on gold” or “on silver’, this should be assumed 
to be gold colored or silver colored and not the actual 
metal. 


From the Evergreen Mint, two gold relief salmon med- 
als: Coho (silver) and Chinook (King). Both with the 
common map of Alaska reverse. 


Yukon Quest, 1994. No case and bit cloudy, so we 
can’t sell it at the full retail price of $50. 


Price/Ahtna Safety Award. Shows the pipeline in- 
side a triangle on the reverse. 


Collector wishes to buy needed Yukon tokens and 
exonumia. Please advise what you may have and 
price to: Len Buth, P.O. Box 28012, Oakridge P.O., 
1201 Oxford St. W., London, Ontario, Canada N6H 
5E1 or Ibuth@ webmanager.on.ca #10/10 


Plus $5 postage 
per order. 


"2009 Tesoro __ 
JRON DOG 


Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic, 1999. The Iron Dog is a 
snow machine race from Wasilla to Nome to Fairbanks. 
Former “first dude” Todd Palin has won the race four 
times! We will even throw in a painted Ike dollar for the 
2009 Tesoro Iron Dog at no extra charge. 


ASSAYERS REFINERS 
1 OUNCE TROY 


One of the many 1 oz. silver medals issued for the 25th 
anniversary of statehood. 


Alyeska Pipeline Environment Team, 2000, 2 ounce 
silver medal. Being the greedy capitalist pigs that we 
are, we still want $25 for it. We have not seen this one 
before. It is not marked silver, but it weighs in at ex- 
actly .5 troy ounces. 
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MISHLER MEDALS ABUNDANT 


This past month Cliff Mishler’s Alaska/Hawaii state- 
hood medals from 1959 have been plentiful on eBay. 
We must define plentiful as “more than 2” as these have 
not shown up very often. And, there has definitely been 
more than two. 


Hibler & Kappen “So-Called Dollars,” 1963, states 
that the medals were issued by Mr. Mishler, designed 
by R.A. Johnson of Sidney, IA, and struck by Robbins 
Co. of Attleboro, MA. 


We report on the prices realized below. Mintages are 


in(). 


HK-529 silver, NGC-66 (100) 470.00 
HK-529 silver 315.00BIN 
HK-530__ bright bronze, NGC-63 (250) 132.49 
HK-531 bronze, NGC-65 (250) 202.49 
HK-532_ bright copper, NGC-64red (250) 182.50 
HK-533 oxidized copper, NGC-64 (250) = 159.09 
HK-534 oxidized N/S (coppernickel) (500) 180.50 
HK-354 oxidized N/S (coppernickel) BIN160.00 
HK-535 aluminum, NGC-64 (314) 152.49 
HK-535 aluminum 


Only the 10K rose gold is missing for a complete set 
(mintage -25)! Which brings to mind.... With the gold 
ownership restrictions, how was it possible to make 
and sell a gold medal? 


Mr. Mishler writes: “It was an interesting situation. I 
was aware that importation of gold coins, with a few 
exceptions, was illegal. In the meantime, the jewelry 
and medal manufacturers striking commemoratives had 
been producing examples in gold of any commemora- 
tive orders they executed if the customer desired. Some- 
where along in 1960, the Office of Domestic Gold and 
Silver Operations clamped down on such activities.” 


Ed. Note: ODGSO was established Oct. 9, 1961. A few 
medals slipped through after that date. See ATC&PN 
Aug/Sept. 2000. 


PRICES REALIZED 

APRIL 10 AUCTION 

LOT # Price Realized 
267 Fairbanks token, B-43a 40mb* 
268 Fairbanks tokens, B-44 25 
269 Fairbanks token, B-45c 25 
270 Reindeer Commercial Co. tokens 30 
271 Valdez scrip, B-18b and B-18e 50mb 
272 Official Statehood medals 70mb* 
273 Alaska Festival of Music medals 30mb* 
274 Alaska Earthquake medals, 1964 41mb 
275 AK Purchase medals, US mint 25mb* 
276 AK Purchase medals, large 105 
277 Moose Gooser medals 25mb* 
278 AK Flood medals 90 
279 WP&Y medal, large 130 
280 White Horse Rapids medal, large 40 
281 1990 AK % oz silver medals 55 
282 2006 AK 2 oz. medal 105 
283 2006 AK 1/10 oz. gold medal 125 
284 (3) AK Railroad medals 100 
285 AK Mint silver quarter medal 38 
286 ATC&PN 10 years 25 
288 Bicentennial coin banks 50 
291 Ram’s head 10kt charm 710 
292 Ivory/Gold butterfly pendant 60 
293 Cabin scene charm or pendant 80mb 
294 14kt charm bracelet 975mb 


mb = sold to mail bidder * = reduced bid 


Total savings to mail bidders from maximum bid - $96 


Lot 176, Canadian Bank of Commerce “YUKON” over- 
print. PMG graded Net VF 20. Price realized including 
buyer’s fee $14,950. 
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